Procedures 54 – Kite Photography
S707 fAB
To take kite photographs, you need 3-6 people and:

Large parafoil kite

Tail sock for kite

Long Kite String (150 lb. to 200 lb. test - length: 400 meters)

Carabineers 4
Heavy gloves 2 pair

Camera box
Person 1: Kite holder – This person holds the end of the kite, and walks in indicated directions to place kite over area photographed

Person 2: Shutter clicker – This person takes the picture when the kite is in the proper place. This person also has spare batteries and cards for the camera.

Person 3: N-S Axis – This person is responsible for aligning the camera above the target only along the N-S Axis

Person 4: E-W Axis – This person is responsible for aligning the camera above the target only along the E-W Axis

Person 5: Relay – This person communicates the directions from 3 and 4 to 1 if they are not in line of sight

Person 6: Kite assistant – This person accompanies 1 to help them avoid obstacles, see the hand signals, wind or unwind the kite string, and can also lower the camera with the carabineers.

If there are fewer than 6 people, 2 and 3 can be the same person, and 4 and 6, leaving out 5 (who can also be replaced by walkie-talkies).

The Camera should be set on focus infinity (often a picture of a mountain), with the zoom set as wide as possible, a fixed shutter speed of 1/2000 with a variable aperture. Also, the Auto-Shutoff should be set to 30 Min or as long as possible.

It is important to have a clear set of visual signals, as shouting never really works. We use:

Let out kite line:
Arms extended from body horizontally, raise hands together above head as if clapping

Pull in kite line:
Arms extended from body horizontally, lower hands repeatedly to rest on thighs
NSEW:
One arm should be extended in the direction desired, with flat of palm facing kite person

Lower with Carabineer:
Pump fist up and down in the air

Stop:
Raise crossed arms over head

It is important that the people giving NSEW directions only give two directions, NS or EW. They must be standing on the NS or EW plane formed by the camera (not the kite!) and the target.

When using carabineers to pull down kite, have kite holder stand still, while assistant or one of the axes-people clips one carabineer to the rope and attaches a second carabineer to the first. The second is then held securely as if a handle without the danger of being cut by the line. Someone else must catch the camera as it comes down, the person holding the carabineers cannot get close enough without having the camera hit the ground.
